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‘Sunday Night Net Control Operators 


‘Thanks to our fine Net Gortrol Operator: Stove, KESWEZ; Fick, WEDOE; Ray, KISLKD; Jay, AGEJF and Dante, 
KKBICO. 


ACS/ARES Corner 


‘We are always looking for ACS members that would lke to become Net Controllers. 

You wil receive hands on training al the Simi Valley PD (where we normally conduct the 

‘Weekly Net) Its bath fun and a times challenging. You wil gain valuable experience in 

‘unning a cantoled Not as well as becoming more than jus familiar wih the equipment in 
Radio Room atthe PD. Ifyou would keto volunteer for his, let me know 

wez@ gma com 

It anyone is interested in how to setup your own packet statlon, AMS Winn stan, a @ 

Mesh Node, let me know and we can get you started in the proper direction. 

NOTE: Please bo advisd that we hold the Tue. countywide net at 18:30 (7-S0PM) onthe 

Sulphur Mountain WOSEBY repeater 145.200, minus 600 KHz offset, CTGSS of 127.3. Until futher notice, this will be 

‘our standard requency for countywide communications. 


Stove King KEGWEZ (kewez@gmail.com) 


Upcoming ACS/ARES Event: 


10 Jul 2018 NBEMS practice sessions. 
21 Jul 2018 ALS Ride Area 2 Moorpark, Contact Stuart Sheldon ag6as@artnet for infomation 

Tuesday -7 August 2018 - ORT Night. Contact Steve King at ke6ez@amal.com to help out 

144 Aug 2018 NBEMS practice sessions. 

Saturdady & Sunday - 18 & 19 August 2018 - Camarilo Air Show. Contact Ted @ w6tel to voluntoer. 
Saturday’ 29 Seplember 2018 - Share The Road Ride - The s abike ride event that covers large portion of 
Ventura County. First Staions need tobe set up at 0600 with other stations setting up later. Event ends about 
11630 to 1780. It you can help with this evant please let me know. 


Events 


‘Thursday, July 5, 2018, 6:00pm SSARC Pizza Night 
Round Table Pizza, 2345 Errnger Road, Ste. 100 Sim Valey 


‘Thursday, July 12, 2018, 7:00pm SSARC General Meeting 
Simi Vatley Senior Center, 3900 Avenida Simi, Simi Valley, CA 99063 


‘Thursday, July 26, 2018, 7:00pm SSARC Board Meeting 
Simi Valley Senior Center, 3900 Averida Simi, Simi Valley, CA 93063, 
‘Thursday, August 2, 2018, 6:00pm SSARC Pizza Night 
Round Table Pizza, 234 Eringer Road, St. 100, Sim Valey 


Saturday, October 13, 2018. Fall Picnic 
The May 8" proposed plere was ofially cancelled by the Board al the May 
‘board meeting 

‘Alter looking atthe calendar with all he upcoming actives on weekend lt was 
finaly decided to have a Fall pienc on Oct13th at Jim and Lea's house. 

The event wil include BEG hot dogs and burgers with buns, potato salad and 
chins, condiments by (Lin), 

‘im Veronica wil be the coardinatar so contact him if you would tke to help 


Raffle Prize! 


Jim Hutchinson KIBMZ, eur naw rlle coordinalor, has several great prizes lied up, Bring $$ 1! 


August Speaker - Rick Stutsman - N6IET 


Ne been involved with ham radio off and on since 1960 when | got my Novieelcanse at age 15, and Ive boon interested 
in electronics and radio technology since age 13 or so. My Inlerest in electricity started at age 11 when my dad explained 
how a DC motor worked, and | was able to build one that worked using nai (or the armature), 10-gauge steel wire (lor 
the field magnet) sheet copper spit and curved oft araund a tape-wound shalt (lr the commutator), and texible 
‘aluminum sips of some Kind forthe brushes. Anyway, worked when connected fo one those big 1-S-vall carbon/zine 
{elephone batteries. | nally ‘boks't when | hooked the shalt io my AC Erector Set motor to makeitinto a DC generator. 
Iwas lighting up a lashight bb when all ofa sudan the amature windings llew olf the ends of the spining nals from 
ceniritugal forces, and itwas ruined 


‘Over the decades of ham radio {ve bul and used saveral ifeent kinds of HF antennas: magnet whe strung under the 
‘05 of the house and end led using a tuner connected to @ Heath AT-1 transmit. flded dipole fr 40-moters fed wih 
V twin lead; trapped S-band dpote (using single pair of homemade Wraps); 80/40/15 moter fan dipole; inveriod-voe 
dlpole wih apex at top of TV antenna mast on roa 85 leet above ground: Hustler SBTV trapped vertcal, both ground- 
mounted without and with buried radials, and mounted on a chimney and graunded to a sheet-metal rec; mult-band 
{rapped yagis alop a 70-fot steel lower | erected by myself using a home-made gin polo, along with a 180m inverted: 
‘ve led wth open-window line: Hy-Gain AV-680 verteal mounted an my apartment bulcing witht mount a sewer 
Vent pipe: varous portable and Tomporary’ fan aipoles (using felescoping aluminum tubing extended to 30-40 feet high) 
‘and now several variations of quarter-wave lumped.inductance-loaded Hustler mobile’ antennas mounted both sidowaye 
(horizontally) and venically, using vaious kinds ground counterpoises, including sheet metal balcony wall cover, 
Slanlessslael fencing overlooking Santa Monica pier, an insulated counterpoise wire, and aluminum ralings along the 
beach, 
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Simi Settlers Amateur Radio Club 
General Membership Meeting, June 14, 2018 

President. Mike Haseniratz, WAGFXT, called the meeting to order at 7:00pm. Mike welcomed 

‘everyone to the meeting, held at the Simi Valey Senior Center. There was a recitation of The 

Pledge of Allgiance. 9 Oticers and Board Mambers/Advisors were present. The total allendance 

was 27. with visors, 

‘Treasurer Glenn Daly, WABGNB, reported the Club's curent account balance as $1,023, 


‘There was around of introductions for members and guests. Our guests were: Vern Potter, 
WENCT, Cody Evans, KKGIEX, and Kevin Deadwyier, a new Ham, awaiting his calsign. 

Mike Hasentratz read the lst of oticer candidates as published in the June newslettar. The 

‘ware no addtional nomination from the floor, so Mike asked for a mation to elec the ul sate of 
officers. motion was so made and seconded. A vote by show of hands was unanimous to elect 
‘he following to serve for our new Club year 2018-2019: 


President Mike Hasentratz, WABEXT 
Vice President dim Veronica, WAGNXK 
Treasurer Glenn Daly. WABGNE, 
Secratary ohn Percival, WI6O 
Membership Chairperson: Jim Parker, KIGLXJ 
Newsletter Etor: Bil Woods, ABGEW. 
Historian: Mike Tweedy, KV) 


CARS member and Field Day Chait, Vern Potter, WENCT. cad arrangements for Field Day 
Saturday dinner are set. The cost ofthe meal wil be $16.00 por person. The dinner will start 
some ime aller 6pm. ick Slater, AGGAY, ead tha logging program "NIM will be used and 
plans ar set fr the networking o all station logging computers. Vein had a sign-up sheet for 
Station operators and helpers for logging, set-up and tear down. He also needed to get a final 
‘count of hase who wish a participate in the Salurday dinner. Siu Sheldan, AGBAG, spake about 
hie oleae the PIO for Field Day 

Presdant Mike introduced out speaker, SSARC mamber. Eric Obarg, KEBMLF. The tle of his, 
tak was "Sif | got on Amazon’. Erie deseibed elacrone projects he has bough that are 
produced and imported from China. The ilems are very low cast and in many cases are copies ot 
Sesigns by American or European Hams and hobbyists. Example lems Enc mentioned include a 
$5 frequency counter, component tester, LCD Display. L-lon batteries and charge contalars. 

‘The tak ended at 7:38pm and Mike presented Enc wih a certiicate of appreciation Irom SSARC. 
ic plans future presentations abou! an antenna analyzer and about a“BIX’ SSB ORP rig he has 
bul 

AL7.45, a 26-minute break was taken with relreshments provided by Bil Everat, KGKSY. 

‘The progressive Membership drawing was held. The winning name drawn was Charles Engrman, 
\WBEMIO, who was not present fo win the $10 prize. The prize amount wil therelor increase to 
$20 for our next meeting on Thursday, July 12,2018, Mombers must be present lo win, and the 
prize grows by $10 each month itis unclaimed, 


Aller the reguar prize rattle drawing. the Grand Prize winner ola Jackyled Power Tower outlet 
Srp was Mike Hasentratz, WABFXT, 


(Our speaker forthe July 12 meeting willbe, Mike Hasentatz, who will ve his SDR Radio 
program and demonstration again. 


‘The meeting was adjourned at 8:36pm, 


Submited by: Secretary, John Percival, WI6O 


Letter From The Editor 


Please submit articles. pictures, etc. on things a interest to our SSARC community for publication to me at 
babu @gmail.com. Such ems may discuss your recent antenna projet, shack modficatons, new operating modes, 
2needoles Irom porlable field operations, and £0 forth. A picture witha caption works. A few sentences strung together 
‘Works. A few paragraphe, afew pages with detailed illustrations... I's all good. ook forward (with a wee bit of 
Vrepidation) 1 your submissions. Submission Deadline is Sunday night before 1" Thursday! 


73, Bil (ABBEW) 
Simi Settlers! Amatour Radio Club Web Page: http:/mwnw-simisettlers.orgindex him 


Simi Sates! ARC Yahoo Group: hitp:/groups.yahoo.com/group'SimiSettiersARC 
Mail: P.O. Box 2125 Simi Valley, CA 93062-2125, 


Simi Settlers’ Leadership 


President Take Rasen [WAGEXT | (605) 405-8695) TiekSwthenst 
‘Vice President [im Verona WAENNK | (678) 388-3455, fundall@eanninget 
Secretary Toa Perce wo petcvallohnsts.com 
Treasurer ‘Glenn Daly WAsGn nb 31128 ah00.20m 
“Committee Chapersons| 

Webmaster Tim Parker SDN [605] 365.6705 call si @gmat-com 
Newsletter Bil Woods asewW | (618) 694-9019 ea abSbwL@gmallcom 
Membership | im Parker SDN [605] 36567A5 cal eijegmat.com 

70 Tnda Parr (605) 555755 cal SWiSgmaIcom 

alle braes Rik Gaba WEDGE | (605) 49-4519 eal! | nekebKeymateral.com 
‘Youth Coordinatar | DanteSmith weica, danteusio199@9gmal-com 
Historian ike Tweed val sutweed yavoadeunner.com 
Net Coordinator | Ray Compbell LAD. spars Wk yahoo.com 

Net Coordinator | Steve King KESWEL e6wexgmallcom 

Food Services | llEveret HSV sksu@gmailcom 

Room Coordinator [ unda Parker (Bosse cal Tusij@gmal com 
‘Eimersand Members at large 

PastPresident | rank Valder W600, (eosjaorossM Tanikasoatamal.com 
Past Treasurer | Norbert Rehaut | WOYPMISRT 

Eimer WACANT 

‘aor Bileverete ree widpsivis@eaninknet 
‘aveor Tim Hutchinson [wie Ihutchi7@adelphia.net 
‘aor Brad ie HY speedu@earhink net 


State of the Sites by Orv Beach 
June 2018 

‘We have three local ham radio sites serving Simi Valley. Here's some of what's happening at each of them: 

Chatsworth Peak 

(There are other ham repeaters on Chatsworth Peak, but this article is about the equipment | know about). 

Paul's (WDGEBY) repeaters on 2m (145.240) and UHF (445.840) continue to work wall. They're normally 

linked 24x7 to the other repeaters of his network (repeater info here: hiips:/www.pvarc.clubirepeater-systoms! 

) An link tothe DARN system (darn.org) has been established and tested. Some improvements remain to be 

‘made to improve the link quality and then well see the two systems inked occasionally, 


Mellow Lane 


Mellow Lane houses the SMRRA 2m (146.805) and UHF (445.580) 
repeaters, and the 2m DSW (Disaster Services Worker repeater on 
146.94, (The transmitter of the SMRA UHF repeater apparently has. 
died and is waiting a replacement. 

“There are three network nodes at Mellow Lane. Two are on the 
tower, and the third all the way around the site, on the east side, 
pointing at Chatsworth Peak. Supporting the nodes are: 


1. Anetwork switch 
2, Abox housing 
3. The 12V to 24V converter for the Toughswitch and three 
nodes 
4, The 12V to SV converter to power the Raspberry Pi computer 
5. The AP! itself, used to provide a web page on which is a 
‘screenshot from the camera at the top af the tower, the 
battery voltage, inside temperature, outside temperature, and 
the status of the AC power (preseni/absent) 
Earlier this year the batteries were upgraded. The one battery 
powering the two SMRA repeaters was moved over and paired with 
the one on the DSW repeater. Four new batteries (tunded by 
‘SSARC!) were installed to power the SMAA repeaters. George 
KNGLA installed a smart charger forthe batteries. 
Aer that, the power forall ofthe digital mesh gear (three radios, a 
switch and a telemetry box) was moved to the battery stack. The 
‘camera on the digital network remains to be moved to battery power. 


Simi North 
‘Simi North isthe site of the old SVRA repeater above the north end 
ff Sycamore. It operated an 146,88 from 1988 to about 2006, when 
it was moved to Mellow Lane and put on 146,805, 

‘Simi North was unoccupied until we moved some digital network 
gear in there in 2016. There's a 3 GHz link radio, a5 GHz user access radio, a PTZ camera, and a 


telemetry box. 


Recently the UPS backing up the gear was replaced with 2 batteries provided by Paul, purchased from the 
{unds accumulated in the GaFundMe account established for radi site repair this spring, after the disastrous 
Thomas fire. 


(On the lett is a before picture. The telemetry was a Raspberry Pi computer laying on a shelf, alongside a 
Ubiquiti Toughswitch network switch. 

‘The UPS can be seen sitting on top ofthe original ADBSV repeater battery box, built by Art WBECWd (SK) in 
about 1988. 


‘You don't see any radios, as they're just 3 plastic boxes up on the tower. The RPI and network switch are 
sitting on the white shelf 


‘On the right is a recent photo. You can see the two batteries populating the original battery box in the bottom 
of the rack. (WBECWJ would be prouc). 

‘The black PVC pipe on the top right of the enclosure is the cable entrance. The vent on the top left af the 
cabinet is fed by a thermostatically controlled exhaust fan. Power for the cabinet is underground conduit 
‘entering the hand side of the cabinet (nat visible) connecting to the quest house on the propery. 


[At the top ofthe rack is a new backboard. On the 
‘backboard are mounted 

‘© Abattery charger for the batteries 

+ The network switch 

+ Abox, housing: 

= The 12V to 24V converter for the Toughswitch 
and three nodes. 

‘+ The 12V to SV converter to power the Raspberry 
Pi computer. 

+ The API itself, used to provide a web page on 
which is a screenshot fram the camera at the top 
ofthe tower, the battery voltage, inside 
temperature and the status of the AC power 
(presentvabsent). This is a very similar 
arrangement to that at Mellow Lane, 


Future Plans 
Chatsworth Peak 


‘Scheduled for later this year are a battery backup system for both the repeaters and the mesh network 
‘system, and some network upgrades. From Paul 

“The battery mounting frame has been constructed and parts are being installed and wired. The backup 
system which will include 4 130 amp/hour batteries, a 45 amp power supply / smart battery charger, and a 12 
voit fo 110 volt inverter to power the mesh network switch from batteries. 

‘Once the backup system is installed I can then remove the Astron power supply to make way for the new 16 
port PoE network switch. This new switch will double the available ports and provide improved routing of the 
nes network. 


‘The current switch is installed in a tower mounted 
enclosure where all ofthe cat5 lines are terminated. As 
the new switch willbe installed in the repeater 
container, 12 new cat5 data lines will be run between 
the tower and the container. 


|Lam looking to do the installations in September.” 
So expect a call for a work party! 


tyeSc 16 ee 
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Mellow Lane 
‘The UHF repeater transmitters on the fitz again. Unknown when it will be replaced, 

‘The camera needs to be moved to 12 Volt powering 

Flemote power control ofthe air conditioner is being considered. 

‘The “bullet” camera needs to be upgraded to a PTZ camera when funds become available. 
‘Simi North 


‘The 2 GHz user access point faled a number af months ago and needs to be replaced (there are no users 
‘currently using either the 2 GHz or 5 GHz access points on Simi North, 


‘The current PTZ, a noname knockoff from China, is disappointing in quality. It should be replaced with a 
‘etter one in the future. 


73 
Orv West 


Simi Settlers Amateur Radio Club 
P.0.Box 2125 Simi Valley, Ca 93062-2125 ~ (www simisatlors org) 


Membership Application 


‘Type of Application: Type of Membership: 
New Member Individual ($18/yr)_ 
Renewal = Family ($20) 
Name: Day & Month of Birt 

(Omityear) 
Call Class: ARRL: Yes) Noo 
Address: City State:__Zip 
Phone: (__) ‘Alt Phone: (__) 
E-Mail Address: 


‘Adkitional Family Members: 


Name: Day & Month of Birth 

(Omityear) 
Call Class: ARRL: Yes Nol 
Name: Day & Month of Birt 

(Omityear) 
Call Class: ARRL: Yes) Nol 
Name: Day & Month of Birt 

(Omityear) 
Call Class: ARRL: Yes) No 
Badges requested: Yes D No 0 How many? x$18.00=$ 
Name (s) Call): 
Shirts requested: Yes No How many? X $95.00 


Name (s) Calis) Size(s) (Sm, Med, L, XL, eto), 


Jackets Requested: Yes 1 No How many? 
Name (s) Calis) Size(s) (Sm, Med, L, XL, ete) 


x $88.00 


[ ‘OFFICE USE ONLY 


‘Application type: New CI Rlenewal C1 Membership type: 


Date Received: ‘Amount Flecaiveds 


Individual Family 3 


Database completed: 


Badges and Shits ordered 


10 —..... 


